VOL. 10 NO. 5 SEPTEMBER 2009 Journal of Infection Prevention 151 to be increasingly visible to the media, to the public and in the professional and scientifi c arena to make available to the European Union, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, international institutions and other stakeholders, a widespread network able to support work programmes, guaranteeing expertise, channels of communication and feedback.
Organisations who have already signed the Declaration are listed in Box 1 .
Participation in the network is free. Interested organisations can contact the preliminary offi ce at the German Society of Hospital Hygiene, Berlin: info@ infection-prevention.eu.
This network has great potential. As an example, the free movement of healthcare workers throughout the European Union, including infection prevention specialists, means that there would be a signifi cant benefi t to harmonising the competencies expected of these workers, and this network will offer a mechanism for coordinating this type of activity. The free exchange of information means that detailed background work on projects such as the Quality Improvement Tools currently under development by the IPS do not necessarily have to be repeated in each country, with learning shared via the network -important when in most countries and societies the tasks are generally carried out on a voluntary basis by people who often also have demanding full time jobs. A European network, recognising and making the most of all single member societies, should provide effective support to infection prevention and patient safety programmes and mechanisms throughout Europe.
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